Goaks and Humour

man would probably have been slightly shocked
by such irreverence. It was an American,
again, who discovered that " the cow is an
animal with four legs, one at each corner."
As a scientific fact this, I need scarcely say,
had been long known : but it took a new pair
of eyes to see it precisely in this way.

A European of Mark Twain's abilities and
position would scarcely have written his book
about the Court of King Arthur. We have too
many inhibitions. They are great and small.
But the American habit of putting remarks
in a whimsical, humorous form, whatever
they are, and whatever the occasion, is so
widespread that one often finds Americans of
the most sober and humorless kind putting
things humorously out of sheer force of
national habit. An English employee, giving
his employer notice, will either say that he

cannot stand this ------ place any longer or

else" apologise in an embarrassed way for
causing inconvenience. The American is more
likely to come up with a normal expression and
observe, " Say, Doc., if you know anybody who
wants my job, he can have it." Everything
is susceptible of humour; and the more
extravagant the humour, the better. American
humour is, strictly speaking, pervasive. The
lecturer who announced on his programme
that he was " compelled to charge one dollar
for reserved seats, because oats, which two
years ago cost 30 cents per bushel, now cost
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